World Studies: 2013-2014 Syllabus/Parent Letter
Dear Parents and Guardians,  
Hello and welcome back!  My name is Mr. Brian Fehr and I am excited to be your child’s World Studies teacher this year.  Below you will find all of the pertinent information regarding this course.  Please return the back page of this letter to me with your student this week.  I hope to meet with all of you at some point – please don’t hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns you may have. 
Purpose:

This Social Science course allows students to better comprehend the peoples, ideas, and forces that have shaped world history and analyze the elements of culture that influence the global society in which they live.  They will look back at the achievements, shortcomings, significant events, and conflicts in various cultures. By looking back, students will develop a greater appreciation for all elements of all cultures, but will also understand how cultures and individuals have interacted to shape history.  The class also acts as a vehicle to explore various belief systems, historical events, geographical regions, societies, and civilizations.  Students will develop the ability to interpret and express ideas, recognize and investigate problems, formulate solutions, and learn to work independently and as a group member.  All teachers will incorporate the AP World History Curriculum Themes in their class instruction.

Lake View History Fair:  This Year’s Theme is “Rights and Responsibilities”
Each year, thousands of students and hundreds of teachers from public and private schools participate in History Fair at the school, regional, state, and national levels.  Students will spend three to four months working individually or in groups doing research and communicating their historical interpretations to the public through research papers, exhibits, documentaries, live performances, and websites. 

Participation in History Fair helps students improve their reading, writing, thinking, and presentation skills as they learn history. Students confront questions of significance, credibility, multiple perspectives, change over time, context, and impact. They learn how to research for and analyze authentic primary and quality secondary sources and how to build a solid argument based on evidence. Through the process, they also learn self-management, communication, and problem-solving skills. The History Fair program meets Common Core goals in History and in Reading and Writing Non-Fiction.

Through History Fair, students not only become historians; they also become better citizens. In conducting research, they extend the walls of the classroom into the community by visiting historical and cultural institutions, sites, and interviewing people who are experts or participants in a historic event. In studying the history of their community, they learn how decisions are made in the social, cultural, economic, and political realms that affect their lives.

Expectations:

Materials:

Students are expected to bring the following materials to class on a daily basis

a.) Spiral notebook, 1 inch 3-ring binder with loose leaf paper, 3x5 notecards
b.) 12 color set of colored pencils (for map coloring and shading)
c.) pencil(s)/pen(s)/highlighter/pencil sharpener
d.) book cover to protect your textbook if you take one home with you
e.) OPTIONAL:  Tissues and hand sanitizer

Required Text:  World History: Patterns of Interaction.  McDougal Littell, Inc. (2005)

***You can access the textbook ONLINE at:  www.mrfehr.com ***
Absences:

If you have an excused absence you will be given one day in addition to the number of days missed (n + 1) to make up the material.  It is your responsibility to ask for the missing work.  If your absence is unexcused, or due to a suspension, you may complete the work missed and receive a percentage of the credit according to school policy. Unexcused absences will impact your grade heavily. 

Homework:

Students will be given and expected to complete homework each week.  History is a unique subject in which each concept builds upon the next.  It is extremely important that we practice our newly acquired skills everyday.  If you are absent, the assignment is due when you return.
Classroom Rules:

1.) Do not be late to class. Students may not use classroom pass during the first and last 10 minutes of class.
2.) Listen and do not talk/make noise while the teacher or someone else is addressing the class.  Do not be off task/disturb others while doing any classroom activity.

3.) Do not eat or drink (except a water bottle), write graffiti nor leave litter in my room!

4.) All personal possessions, book bags, mobile phones and electronic devices must be turned off and put away in locker or in book bag beside or under the desk.

5.) Wear your I.D. on your person so it is visible.

Academic Integrity:
Honesty is the cornerstone of the educational process.  Be sure to always conduct yourself in a responsible and honorable manner.  Grades of zero will be given for any such breach of honesty.

Evaluation:

Your grade will be composed of quizzes, final unit projects/exams, class participation, homework, and in class work. Here is the breakdown of how these categories will be weighted:

Summative assessments (final projects, tests)                             

______
Assignments (in class and homework)                                                
______

Formative Assessments (quizzes, writing, and other assessments)   

______
Class Participation (group work, organization and materials)
     
______


The following school-wide grading scale will be used to assess your performance, based on the total points you have earned:
A=90-100,  B=80-89,  C=70-79,  D=60-69,  F=59 & Below

Parent Portal

Grades and attendance can be checked through the parent portal resource found on the Lake View website: www.lakeviewhs.com.  If you do not have your students login information please contact our attendance office and ask about the parent portal.


What is good class participation?



Express yourself and your ideas appropriately
Have fun
Respect your classmates/teachers


Help others
Listen for directions




Listen to the opinions of others
Practice skills at home (homework)


Ask questions
Have confidence




Have a positive attitude
Come to class alert




Don’t be afraid to make mistakes
Come prepared to class

What shows a lack of participation?
Not paying attention




Not turning in work

Talking to others during class



Not being prepared for class

Making fun of others




Refusing to work

Sleeping/head down on desk



Interrupting

Swearing





Not listening

Arguing with teacher(s)

The “fridge” helper.  Please place the following information in a place where you can easily find it in case you have any questions or concerns.

World Studies - Contact Information
Teacher: Mr. Fehr
Email:   bjfehr@cps.edu
Office: 219 – office hours are before or after school or by arrangement
If you have any questions or concerns please contact me by email.  I will get back to you as soon as possible.  Thank you!
Please return this page with your student
We have read the syllabus for World Studies and understand the class rules and grading procedures for Mr. Fehr’s class.

Student Signature:___________________________


Date:_____________

Parent/Guardian Signature______________________

Date:_____________
Parent/Guardian Direct Contact Information – I will contact you periodically:

E-mail___________________________________   Phone: _______________________

